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By JAN PADFIELD | 
Deseret News Staff Writer , 


The heartland of scenic, | 
recreational America — | 
maybe even the world — lies | 
in an area 29 miles long and 
17 miles wide in beautiful 
Heber Valley, residents be- 
lieve. " 


“this area, bounded by a 


90-mile strip of land, compris- | 
ing 2 per cent of the state’s 
land mass and 90 per cent of 
her population, has so much 
year-round potential it is unt- 
hinkable to destroy it with 
“wall-to-wall asphalt through 
Provo Canyon,” said officers 
‘of Wasatch Mountain Railway 
Co. on Friday. 

The officers, who met with 
Republican members of the 
Utah House of Representa- 
tives at a Friday noon lunch- 
eon at Ramada Inn, referred 
to a high-speed highway pro- 
posed by the Utah Depart- 
ment of Highways through 
Provo Canyon. 

“Democratic members are 
caucusin, at the Capitol and 
are unavailable, but they will 
have the opportunity to hear 
us,” said Lowe Ashton, Heber 
City businessman and presi- 
dent of the railway. ` 
_ The key to the area, Ashton 
said, is the trackage of the old 
Heber Creeper, which until | 
two years ago belonged to 
Denver & Rio Grande West- 
ern —Railroad. He said the 
company finally gave up the 
98-mile branch between Provo | 
and Heber City by selling its 
right-of-way to the highway | 
department. | 


ley Tourism Encouraged | 


From the turn of the centu- | 


ry the creeper was Wasatch 
County’s link with the outside 


world — transporting people, | 


lumber, wool, livestock and 
practically everything else. 
Then came automobiles and 
truck. lines. 


The Highway Department 1 


now considers this the logical 
route for an improved high- 
way, paid for in part by feder~ 
al funds.. 


“That land has better use,” | 


‘Ashton said.” 


“To surround Deer Creek | 


Reservoir, now scheduled for 
development of recreation by 
the State Division of Parks 
and Recreation, with a high- 

highway is unthin- 
kable,” Ashton said. 

Wasatch Mountain State 
Park parallels Deer Creek 
Reservoir. 3 

“What about fishing, boat- 
ing and water sports? Since 
Utah Lake’ in sontaminated,. 
Deer Creek is the largest 


ve 5 ~ 

fresh water body near the 
population center. In addition, 
‘we have Park. City, Alta, 
‘Brighton, and Heber City. 
This state lacks imagination. 
We can out-Sun Valley Sun 
Valley and out-Aspen Aspen,” 
Ashton emphasized == 


the reservoir, while the creep- 
er operates to the north,” 
Ashton said. © 

Ashton pointed out that his 
group is not asking the state 
for any funds, only that the 
State Division of Parks and 


' “The land is more impor- 

tanh tourist and recrea- 
needs than for any 

other entity. We must recon- 
struct our economy. This sce- 

nic railroad could become a 

tremendous tourist attraction 

-in a very short time. Track- 
age is in place and in good 

condition. Scenery is superb. 

The highway could improve 
its existing alignment south of 


of-way from the highway de- 
partment and lease the opera- 
tion of the Creeper to a quali- 
fied concessionaire. . 

The railway company owns 
the local depot in Heber City 
and seven acres of ground 
surrounding it and several 
antique steam engines. 

The only objection to the 
company’s proposal came 
from Rep. Robert M. 


— Recreation—purchase— right- 


Arbuckle, R-Cnterville, who 
said that a small trackage 
‘such as that in California's 
Disneyland should be suffi- 
cient, 

All other representatives 
appeared to be in favor of the 
proposal as outlined by Ash- 
ton and Jim Berry, of the 
Golden Spike Empire (Box 
Elder, Weber, Davis and Mor- 
gan counties). 

“We are the Golden Spike 
state, and it is natural we 
should put a scenic railroad in 
Utah. If tourism is to continue 
to develop we must find ways 
to interested tourists in spend- 
ing more days in Utah each 
year,” Berry said. 


“An offer made by Gov. Cale 
vin Lv Rampton involving his | 
proposed graduated mine | 
cupation tax hike was de- 
lined Saturday in a letter 
rom Kennecott Copper Corp. 
claiming the tax asanatal dis- 
í atory. 


Tof KC's. “tah Cor cones Divi- 
sion, in a letter responding to 
> written. a week ago by 
Rampton- -who supported 
keis proposal and disputed 
-contentions that it is unfair. 
_ The governor said he was 
g to recommend enact- 
of a law to legalize a | 
‘Kennecott is now 


th e state is challenging in 
` court the use of the formula, 
first used by Kennecott in. 
1967, which has resulted in de- 
creased tax collections, 

i ~ Same General Basis | 
“Not only Kennecott, but 
toner taxpayers have been 
using the same general basis | 
Bor ‘their corporate franchise 
eturns,” Mr. O'Keefe said. 
“We believe the law presently 


no need for lena | 
~action.” 
wy new eet of mog | 


i mete s ia amidon | 
a, conceded | 
was not bound by | 
i E A ead of 
filing preceding 


J. P. O'Keefe 
. Replies to Governor 


| Another question, he said, is 
` whether the Utah Legislature 


would have the right to make 
special legislation which 
“would decrease Kennecott’s 

“franchise tax in exchange for 


“the proposed increase in the 
=occupation—tax—This— 


— would . 
‘discriminate against other 
_ taxpayers, he said. 
= From ‘Public Domain’ 


Mr. O'Keefe touched on var- 
ious points in the governor’s 
letter, and stated legislation 
„and past court decisions don’t 
“support the goyernor’s advo- 
cacy of the tax because of 

- public ownership of natural 
„resources. 
| “Tt seems illogical to say 
that the people of Utah share 
‘in the ownership of Ken- 
necott’s Bingham mine,” Mr. 
` O'Keefe said. “These mining 
_ properties derive from ‘public 
domain’ which was originally 
_ owned by the federal govern- 
` ment, rather than by the state 
“of Utah.” 
_ “If the public has some the- 
` oretical ownership interest in 
minerals, that interest’ should 


pertain equally to all) 
minerals, whether owned by 


large corporations, small cor- 


eae 
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RIN 
K oot, ina _ anita | 
ownership’ concept doesn’t _ 
justify discrimination against | 
any single operator as is pro- 
by HB18 (the occupa- 
tion tax),” he said. ' 
| State Benefited 
Í Kennecott- and other metal 
roducers haven't benefited 
m the higher occupation | 
‘tax Tate on the oil industry, 
Mr. O'Keefe said in refuting 
what he termed the gover- 
“nor’s Suggestion that Ken- 
“necott has been benefiting 


| 


pa ge j which 
have Telr cost patterns have 
‘been selected for expansion.” 
Bt occupation tax has no 

aan to net earnings, 
ye O'Keefe said in response 

to the governor’s point that 
the company’s net earnings 
have increased about the 
same proportion as the 
company’s Utah tax bill in 
the last 10 years. 


Copper Prices pecine 
_The e 


the ail industry. The state has 
benefited from the higher tax, 
he said. 

Mr. O'Keefe responded to 
the governor's comment that 
it is an overstatement to 
imply the graduated tax 
would affect employment or 
future mine productivity. “‘Be- 
lieve me, Im not engaging in 
overstatement,” ate. O'Keefe 
said. 

Estimated unit costs of pro- 
duction this year will be 25 
percent higher than last year, 
he said. There was a 12 per- 
cent increase the year before, 
he added. The cost of produc- | 
tion determines what is 
mineable ore, and Utah taxes | 
are an uncontrollable part of 
production costs, he said, 


Capacity Falling Again 

Productive capacity, even 
with past capital expendi- 
tures, is falling again because 
of declining grade in ore and 
precipitate copper, Mr. 
O'Keefe said, 

“In order to restore our | 
losšes in capacity, huge capi- | 
tal expenditures will have to 
be made,” he said. “As you 
know, capital funds are not 
plentiful, and frankly, the | 
Utah Copper Division, be- 
cause of its rapidly escalating 
production costs, has been un- 


“governor, Mr. eefe said, 
include those from coal pro- 
duction and other worldwide 
operations. Copper prices 
have declined, resulting in a 
decline in earnings, he said. | 
Over 10 years, the cost of | 
Utah taxes per pound of cop- 
per has increased 100 percent, 
he said. Spite investment 
has averaged ost $19 
million a year, and more ex- 


Sea meses | 
penditures will have to be 
made to comply with air and | 
water quality standards, he 
said. 

“Eyen with reduced earn- 
ings, and without any change 
in the occupation tax, we esti- 
mate that our Utah taxes in 
1971 can reach a new high of | 
more than $29 million, 25 per- | 
cent more than 1970. So here | 
you have the situation where 
earnings go down and Utah | 
taxes continue to skyrocket. | 
How then, can these Taes he be 
related to earnings?” Mr, 

O'Keefe asked. j ve 
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This shot of early maintenance crew wins $10 in Old Photos seri 


old photos 
29Feb 1971 
rr. Sam 


photo 


The photographs sought 
by The Tribune are in two 

| categories. For pictures 
| taken at any time and 
| which have a connection 


wins $10 


Ai WEEK'S winner 
in The Salt Lake Tribune’s 
Old Photos series has a 
tie-in with something as 
modern as today — or 
tomorrow. 


With all the talk ani ac- 
tion about reviving the old 
railroad line in Provo Can- 
yon, Mrs. Edward W. Nay- 
lor, 1181 Glorieta Drive, 
submitied the above photo. 


It is, she says, one of the 
maintenance crew for the 
“Heber Creeper,” as the 
line was affectionately 
known, and the photo was 
taken around the turn of 
the century. 


PUBLICATION of this 
photograph wins for Mrs. 
Baylor an award of $10. 


with The Tribune, the news- 
paper will pay $20. For 
photographs showing the 
| progress in the state or a 
community and taken be- 
fore statehood, (Jan. 4, 
1896) the award will be $10. 


PICTURES found suit- 
able will be copied and one 
print will be refained by 
The Tribune. In case of du- 
plicate entries, the first 
one received will be con- 
sidered for the award. AN 
pictures will be returned. 
| Payments will be made 
` each month. 4 


If you have photos you 
would like to submit, write 
your name and address on 
the back of each. Also 
include where and when the 
picture was taken and what 
it shows. 


Mail entries to Old Pho- 
tos, The Salt Lake Tribune, 
P.O. Box 867, Salt Lake 
. CiiyBtah 84110:5! t 


